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The Story of 
Akal Security

Integrity    Protection    Service
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The Beginning. . .
• Akal was 

founded in 
Northern New 
Mexico on 
January 21, 
1980.

• A loan for 
$1,200 from 
friends served 
as startup 
capital.
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The Meaning of Akal
• The literal definition of Akal is 

“deathless or infinite.” It is a 
word, not an acronym.

• Akal was the battle cry of  
Sikh warriors who strived to 
live as saints and protect 
people from persecution 
and injustice during the 
Mogul reign in India.

• Following in that tradition, in 
our business, Akal represents 
our unlimited commitment
to serve and protect others, 
the sacredness of life, and 
justice for all, regardless of 
race, religion, gender, or 
any other earthly distinction.
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Generations of Akal’s Logo
• The symbol of the hawk or eagle 

is used in the Akal Logo to 
represent this royal bird who flies 
higher than any other bird, and is 
in complete control of its realm 
or domain. 

• The symbol of the Adi Shakti
(supreme sword) is placed inside 
the eagle, which represents the 
primal creative force. In 
addition, the double-edged 
sword represents the path of the 
warrior of peace, walking 
fearlessly without veering left or 
right, living as both a saint and a 
warrior. 

• Wearing this symbol reminds us 
to respect and revere our 
weapons, as symbolized by the 
sword, which have the sacred 
power to take a life or cause 
great bodily harm to another.

1980

1987

2003
Logo design by

Yogi Bhajan
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The Early Years

• We brought professional security services 
to Northern New Mexico and local 
markets in and around Española.
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The Early Years

By 1982, 
word had 
spread 
about 
Akal to 
the east 
coast and 
the New 
York Times 
ran a 
story.
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Focus on Training
• Training is a core 

competency for Akal 
and has always been 
the foundation of its 
services. 

• Akal conducted 
scenario training with 
paint guns for the 
Santa Fe Police 
Department before 
this training 
technique became 
popular.
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Fastest Growing Company
• Akal was listed twice on 

the Inc.500 magazine's 
500 fastest growing 
companies in America in 
1985 and 1986.
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Success Continues Over Two Decades
• Over the next two decades, 

Akal received numerous 
contracts to protect critical 
national facilities. 

• In 1992, the U.S. Marshals 
Service awarded Akal the first of 
many contracts to provide 
Court Security Officers to 
protect U.S. courthouses. 

• In 2002 and 2003, Akal was 
awarded four contracts under 
the Department of Homeland 
Security (DHS), Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement (ICE). 

• In 2003, the U.S. Army awarded 
three contracts to Akal to 
provide security at Army bases 
and installations in eight states. 

• In 2004, the DHS, Federal 
Protective Service (FPS) 
awarded a contract to Akal to 
protect federal buildings 
throughout the Great Lakes 
Region 5. 

• In 2005 Akal was awarded a 
contract for access control of 
18 bases by the U.S. Air Force.
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Akal has Grown Steadily Over More 
than Three Decades

• The Akal model 
has become an 
industry standard 
for responsiveness 
and innovation. 

• Approximately 
7,200 Akal 
employees 
worldwide deliver 
that high 
standard of 
service every day. 



11

Judicial Secuity Operations
• In 1992, the U.S. Marshals 

Service awarded Akal the 
first of many contracts to 
provide experienced and 
well-trained, professional 
Court Security Officers to 
protect our federal 
courthouses.

• Under these contracts Court 
Security Officers (CSOs) are 
former police officers.

• Today, Akal protects our 
nations federal courthouses 
throughout 11 of the 12 U.S. 
Judicial Circuits.
• Nearly 4,000 CSOs.
• Nearly 400 federal 

courthouses.
• Locations in 48 states, 

Puerto Rico, Guam, and 
the Marianas Islands.
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Homeland Security Operations - ICE
•Under the umbrella of the 

Department of Homeland 
Security (DHS) Immigrations and 
Customs Enforcement (ICE) Akal 
has completed contracts for 
four Service Processing Centers 
in El Centro, California; Florence, 
Arizona; El Paso, Texas; and 
Krome, Florida.

•Through joint venture 
agreements, in compliance with 
small business set-aside 
requirements, Akal currently 
shares protective responsibilities 
at the Service Processing 
Centers in El Paso, Texas and at 
the Krome facility, in Miami, 
Florida.
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Homeland Security Operations - FPS

• In 2004, Akal’s Homeland 
Security Operations grew with 
the Federal Protective Service 
(FPS) Great Lakes Region 5 
contract, completed  in 2010.

• Akal currently protects FPS 
assets in Region 9, comprising 
Hawaii, Guam, and Saipan, 
awarded in 2007 and 
reawarded in 2012.
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The  National Division
• Akal sold its National 

Division in 2009 and 
2010. 

• The National Division 
protected commercial 
and industrial enterprises 
throughout the 
Southwest.
• Commercial 

properties.
• International Airports.
• Harbors.
• Financial institutions.
• City, county, and state 

government facilities.



Aviation Security
• Akal is the primary security services 

provider for BWI, a category x airport, 
with approximately 130 officers.

• Akal completed a five-year contract 
plus two extensions for HIA, a 
category x airport as the primary 
security and law-enforcement 
authority, providing more than 400 
Akal officers. 

• Akal successfully completed 
contracts at Phoenix, Sky Harbor, 
Albuquerque Sunport, and El Paso 
International Airports.

• In 2010 Akal was awarded an airport 
screening contract under the TSA’s 
Screening Partnership Program. Lost 
in a protest filed by the incumbent, 
Akal is rebidding the contract in a 
reprocurement issued this year.
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Department of State
• Since 2007, Akal has 

provided local guard security 
services to protect American 
Embassy facilities, including 
residential locations, 
throughout Freetown, Sierra 
Leone. This contract was 
reprocured in 2012.

• Security officers are local 
nationals and are recruited 
and managed from our 
offices in Freetown. 

• Akal protects Embassy 
facilities with access control, 
CCTV, escorts, entry-
screening and roving patrol 
services.
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Coastal International Security
• A strategic partnership with 

Coastal in 1997 led to its 
acquisition in 2000.

• This dynamic NCR pillar is 
highly respected for its 
training programs and 
sensitive government 
security contracts in 
domestic and international 
venues.

• Coastal continues to thrive 
under the leadership of 
Tony Shepherd, who joined 
the Coastal team in 2011 as 
President and CEO.
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www.coast a l - se c ur i t y. co m



Saber Protection Solutions
• Saber Protection Solutions 

(Saber) is a specialized 
protective service organization.

• Saber is owned by Akal and 
Coastal.

• Saber brings 50 years of 
performance in Risk 
Management, Safety, 
Emergency Management, 
Critical Training Services, Quality 
Management, and high-level 
safety and security expertise to 
industry and government.

• Saber currently holds the 
Quality Assurance contract for 
key Coastal contracts 
throughout the Eastern 
seaboard.  
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The PSTA
• The Protective Services Training 

Academy (PSTA) is the largest training 
academy of its kind in the National 
Capital Region.

• Known around the region as simply 
“The Academy,” it offers a wide array 
of training/simulation services and 
facility rentals to private industry and 
government organizations within the 
protective services, law enforcement, 
corrections, and military communities. 

• The PSTA provides state-of-the-art 
classroom instruction, practical 
exercises, live fire exercises, table top 
exercises, and Instructional Systems 
Design (ISD) curriculum across a 
broad base of disciplines (Security, 
Emergency Management, Risk 
Management, Resiliency, Conflict 
Resolution, Cultural Awareness, 
Foreign Travel Safety, and Survival in 
Austere Environments.
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www. thep st a . c om



Strategic Partnerships
• G4i-AGC

• G4i-AGC is an LLC between Akal 
and G4i, a Virginia government 
contracting firm. G4i-AGC is 
utilizing $5M of business 
development investment to 
compete for training and law 
enforcement contracts 
worldwide

• PGSA
• PGSA is a joint venture with 

Praemittias Group and Saber, 
PGSA is pursuing intelligence 
support and other overseas 
Department of Defense and 
State Department contracts.
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Akal Group of Companies
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